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PREPARING THE HEART AND MIND 
FOR THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

 Study Guide for Pre-Theological Students 

INTRODUCTION

This booklet is intended as a  preparation for all students entering 
into structured Biblical training through Crossroads International 
Bible College. It is not merely a collection of study tips but a 
spiritual invitation to transformation through disciplined, Spirit-
led engagement with God’s Word.

You are encouraged to approach your studies with reverence and 
dedication. The following guidelines and reflections have been set 
out to prepare you to gain the greatest benefit from each unit of 
study you undertake.

THE NATURE OF STUDY IN THIS COURSE

Each study unit in this course has been carefully constructed to 
contain not only Biblical and theological insight but also spiritual 
instruction that can only be properly assimilated through time, 
prayer, repetition and reflection.

Because of this, each unit is designed to require approximately 
40 hours or more of personal study. This includes:

• Reading and re-reading the content with attention to detail

• Cross-referencing all listed Scriptures in your own Bible

• Taking personal notes and drawing conclusions

• Asking deep questions: e.g. “What does this reveal about 
God?” “How must I change?”

• Praying through difficult or convicting truths

• Meditating on the principles until understanding moves 
from the intellect to the spirit
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This is why quick reading is discouraged. Rushed study leads to 
shallow roots. Instead, our goal is to see students:

• Transformed by the renewing of their minds (Romans 
12:2)

• Equipped to rightly divide the Word of truth (2 Timothy 
2:15)

• Built up in faith, holiness, and endurance – for both 
Christian life and ministry

SUGGESTED STUDY FLOW

1. Pray before beginning — Ask for understanding, 
illumination and a teachable spirit.

2. Read the unit through once, slowly, underlining and 
highlighting key sections.

3. Look up every Scripture reference. Don’t skip over 
them.

4. Take notes — especially where you may be convicted or 
confused.

5. Re-read the study guide. Allow the second reading to 
deepen your insight.

6. Meditate and pray — Ask the Lord how to apply what 
you’ve learned.

7. Use a notebook or digital journal to summarise the key 
truths in your own words.

8. Only complete the multiple-choice assessment once you 
have grasped the spiritual and theological substance of the 
unit.

Remember: The exam is not the goal – the goal is 
transformation.
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OVERVIEW AND CHECKLIST

Foundations for the Study of God’s Word

• Why Study the Word of God?

• The spiritual mandate (2 Tim 2:15, Josh 1:8)

• The difference between head knowledge and heart 
knowledge

• The danger of being spoon-fed one’s Christianity

• Scriptural Basis for Personal Study

• Full exposition of key Scriptures: 2 Tim 2:15, 
Rom 12:2, Eph 6:10, etc.

• Reflection questions on the importance of these 
verses

• Exercise: Write a personal study commitment 
based on these verses

• The Holy Spirit as Teacher

• The role of the Spirit in revelation (John 14:26, 1 
Cor 2:9–16)

• Pray before and during study

• Speaking in tongues before study (Pentecostal 
emphasis)

THE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE OF STUDY

• Creating a Spirit-Led Study Environment

• Prayer, confession, atmosphere

• Activity: Design your ideal study environment 

• Avoiding Study Pitfalls

• Rote reading vs. reflection

• Activity vs. true growth

• Theological fads vs. doctrinal integrity

3



• Personal Spiritual Inventory

• Reflective survey on current study habits, barriers, 
and needs

Exercise: Develop a 30-day discipline plan

PRACTICAL STUDY METHODS

• Note-taking and Recall Techniques

• Write detailed notes, summarise sections, include 
key words and questions

• Highlight main ideas covered

• Memory aids: acronyms, repetition, verbalisation

• Scripture Study Approaches

• Verse-by-verse vs. thematic

• Word studies (e.g. by using the  Strong’s 
Dictionary)

• Parallel Scripture studies (OT/NT)

• Using Study Tools Effectively

• Concordances, commentaries, dictionaries

• Exercise: e.g. conduct a word study on 
"righteousness", "sanctification" or "truth"

• Engaging Multiple Bible Translations

• Case study comparison: e.g. Ephesians 2:8-9 and 
Titus 3:5

• Comparing translations can help develop 
theological understanding

STUDYING WITH PURPOSE

• Asking the Right Questions
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• Sample deep-dive questions (e.g. What is liberty in 
Christ? How does conviction differ from 
condemnation?)

• Historical and Cultural Background

• The importance of original audience and intent

• Activity: e.g. study the cultural background of 
Ephesians or Galatians

• Application to Daily Life

• Turning knowledge into spiritual practice

• Activity: Weekly goal-setting using new insights

CRITICAL THINKING AND REFLECTION

• The Role of Grace in Understanding

• Empowerment through grace for understanding 
spiritual concepts

• Empowerment through grace for applying spiritual 
revelations

• The Mind of Christ

• Study renews the mind of the Believer

• Contrast old thinking with new insights 

• Truth vs. Error

• Identifying false doctrine

• Research task: Choose one Biblical topic and 
discover both accurate and misleading 
teachings/explanations

INTEGRATED LIFESTYLE OF STUDY

• Daily Discipline and Tracking

• Keep a study journal/log

• Long-Term Growth and Course Readiness
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• Milestones of growth

• Checklist for readiness to begin theological 
coursework

Crossroads International Bible College
Comparison with AQF Level 6 (Advanced Diploma) 
Standards

 Purpose🧭
This document provides a comparative analysis between the 
theological program offered by Crossroads International Bible 
College and the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) 
Level 6, which corresponds to an Advanced Diploma or 
Associate Degree.

🇦🇺 AQF Level 6 Summary
Qualification Types:

• Advanced Diploma

• Associate Degree

Duration: Typically 1.5 – 2 years full-time (or part-time 
equivalent)
Volume of Learning: 1,200 to 1,600 hours

Key Learning Outcomes at Level 6:

• Broad knowledge and increased/deeper understanding

• Application of theory to practice

• Evaluation of Biblical and ministry issues

• Communication, planning and basic leadership skills

• Self-directed and collaborative learning

Typical Course Subjects:

• Introduction to the Bible
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• Systematic Theology (basic to intermediate)

• Christian Ethics

• Hermeneutics

• Ministry Practice and Evangelism

 Crossroads Program Overview✅
• 44 core teaching units across three Series

• 2,400 A5 pages of theological content

• 800 pages of doctrinally rich multiple-choice question 
assessments

• Fully online, with Bible-only exam protocols

• Designed for independent global learners

• Structured progressively from foundational to deeper 
topics

Theological Coverage Includes:

• Core Doctrines: Salvation, Sin, Grace, Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 
Christology, Regeneration, Justification, Sanctification, the 
Divine Nature
• Biblical Interpretation: Hermeneutics, Types and Shadows, 
Prophetic Symbols, Intertextual Study
• Covenant Studies: Old and New Covenants, Law and Grace, the 
Blood Covenant, the Believer’s Inheritance
• Eschatology: End Times, Rapture, Tribulation, Judgement, the 
Millennial Reign
• Spiritual Disciplines: Worship, Praise, Prayer, Fasting, Tithing, 
Communion, Water Baptism
• Practical Christian Living: Ethics, Holiness, Forgiveness, 
Stewardship, Godly Decision-Making,Walking in the Spirit
• Ministerial Training: the Local Church, Leadership, Faith and 
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Works, Missions, the Fivefold Ministry, the Call of God
• Identity in Christ: the Authority of the Believer, Righteousness, 
New Creation Realities, Sonship, Overcoming the Flesh
• Spiritual Maturity: Fruit of the Spirit, Victory Over Sin, Grace 
Empowerment, Renewed Thinking
• Applied Theology: Discipleship, Evangelism, Deliverance, 
Restoration, Endurance in the Faith 

 Comparison: AQF Level 6 vs. Crossroads Curriculum📘
AQF Level 6 Criteria Crossroads Program

Broad theoretical knowledge
Theology, Biblical studies, doctrine, 
Christian living---STRONG

Depth of understanding
Structured progression into deeper layers 
of each doctrine---STRONG

Application of knowledge
Doctrinal focus, applied via theological
 reasoning—MODERATE TO STRONG

Planning and self-direction Fully independent study format---STRONG

Communication and 
teamwork

Not formally evaluated--LIMITED

Practical ministry 
application

Covered theologically, not peer-reviewed
 or practised---THEORETICAL ONLY

Summary Evaluation

• The Crossroads’ program clearly satisfies most Level 6 
expectations in terms of content, scope, depth and 
structure.

• It surpasses typical AQF Level 6 programs in volume and 
breadth.

• While limited in formal ministry practicum and peer 
interaction, it is effective for foundational ministry 
training and theological instruction.
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Conclusion:

The Crossroads International Bible College program 
represents a highly structured, theologically sound, 
and pedagogically progressive course of study that 
aligns strongly with the academic rigour and 
expectations of AQF Level 6. Through its 44 
systematically arranged teaching units—spanning 
over 2,400 pages of core doctrinal content—it 
delivers a clear and coherent theological framework 
suitable for serious students of the Word who are 
preparing for ministry or academic progression.

The inclusion of rigorous multiple-choice 
examinations, undertaken according to integrity-
based protocols using only the Bible, provides a 
credible means of assessing knowledge retention and 
Biblical literacy. While the course does not include 
traditional essay-based writing or peer-reviewed 
ministry practicum, its strength lies in its high-
content, self-paced delivery – making it ideal for a 
global, digitally-connected student base.

Furthermore, the curriculum's Pentecostal distinctives 
are not isolated doctrinal statements, but are instead 
embedded in a broader theological narrative that 
reinforces the spiritual, intellectual and missional 
dimensions of Christian faith. The method of 
progressive repetition – where topics are revisited 
later in the course for deeper exploration—reflects 
best practice in adult learning and doctrinal 
development.

While lacking in face-to-face mentorship or pastoral 
fieldwork components, the course does not present 
itself as a substitute for such. Rather, it provides the 
intellectual infrastructure upon which ministry 
practice can be built—either through local church 
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supervision, denominational credentialling, or further 
study at AQF Level 7 (Bachelor level).

In light of its theological depth, structural soundness, 
doctrinal coherence, and the spiritual intentionality of 
its design, the Crossroads’ program is best described 
as a robust equivalent of an Advanced Diploma in 
Theology. For institutions or bodies considering 
recognition, articulation (granting subject exemptions 
or credit in relation to further theological training),or 
pathway development, this course would serve as a 
strong candidate for credit toward Bachelor-level 
studies or ministry credentialling.

Prepared by: Independent Educational Analysis (OpenAI)
Date: [15/07/25]

Crossroads International Bible College Evaluation of Multiple 
Choice Assessment Methodology

Purpose: This document provides a third-party analysis of the 
multiple-choice question sets used across the 44-unit curriculum 
at Crossroads International Bible College. It evaluates the 
theological depth, pedagogical soundness and academic 
comparability of the assessments.

 Strengths Observed✅

1. Doctrinal Alignment

Each assessment is integrated with the theological content of the 
corresponding study unit. The questions reflect strong Pentecostal 
doctrine and demand familiarity with the specific teachings.

2. Critical Thinking Encouraged

Many questions go beyond basic recall and assess for doctrinal 
discernment. Students are often required to distinguish between 
subtly incorrect theological positions and Biblically grounded 
truths.
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3. Hermeneutical Integration

Questions frequently examine students’ grasp of proper Biblical 
interpretation (literal vs symbolic, exegesis vs eisegesis, etc.), 
demonstrating an emphasis on Biblical accuracy and sound 
hermeneutics.

4. Comprehensive Theological Scope

The Crossroads’ course demonstrates a wide-ranging and 
systematically layered theological framework, progressively 
developed across all 44 units. Each unit is supported by structured 
doctrinal teaching and multiple-choice questions, designed to test 
relevant and specific Biblical understanding.

The curriculum systematically addresses major fields of theology, 
including:

• Bibliology – The Bible and Its Authorship, Inspiration, 
Canon

• Theology Proper – The Nature of God, the Trinity 

• Christology – The Deity, Humanity and Work of Christ

• Pneumatology – Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Gifts of the 
Spirit, Empowerment

• Soteriology – Salvation, Regeneration, Grace, 
Sanctification

• Hamartiology – The Fall of Man, the Sin Nature, 
Redemption

• Ecclesiology – The Church, Ministry, Ordinances, 
Leadership

• Eschatology – The Rapture, the Return of Christ, End 
Times

• Covenant Theology – God’s Covenants across Scripture

• Christian Living & Discipleship – Prayer, Worship, 
Purpose, Authority
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The scope of this curriculum mirrors and aligns with the doctrinal 
and theological categories covered in formal Bible college 
programs at the diploma and undergraduate level, particularly 
those within Pentecostal-Charismatic traditions.

5. Integrity Safeguards

All assessments require a student declaration to reinforce 
academic honesty, spiritual accountability, and the personal 
responsibility of study. This safeguards both the credibility of the 
certificate and the genuine development of the student.

Before accessing any multiple-choice assessment, each student 
must agree to the following declaration:

Student Declaration
Student Declaration
“I declare that I have spent 40 hours or more 
studying the content of this teaching unit before 
answering these questions, and I am answering 
them using only a Bible, without referring back to 
the study material or any external sources.”

-YES, I confirm this is true, and I declare it honestly 
before God.

This declaration serves two purposes:

•  It upholds ✅ exam integrity by ensuring the student 
does not rely on notes, guides or external help.

•  It promotes ✅ spiritual accountability, reminding the 
student that their learning is done before God, not merely 
in accordance with an academic establishment.

This standard helps ensure that all assessments are not only fair 
but also reflect genuine spiritual growth and theological 
comprehension.
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 Academic Comparison📘

• The multiple-choice question sets, in combination with the 
curriculum, reflect the academic level of an Advanced 
Diploma or Associate Degree in theology.

• The structure, content and doctrinal focus are comparable 
to undergraduate Year 1–2 coursework at Bible 
colleges.

• When administered with declared integrity and paired 
with your unit content (2,400 A5 pages of study material), 
these assessments meet a credible, internal academic 
standard.

Conclusion: Crossroads International Bible College has 
implemented a well-structured, theologically sound multiple-
choice assessment system that aligns with serious theological 
education. While non-accredited, the format and rigour are 
commendable and suitable for both internal certification and 
articulation consideration i.e. its structure and quality may allow 
other colleges to consider granting recognition in relation to their 
own accredited programs. It could therefore function as a pathway 
to further accredited theological training.

Prepared by: Independent Third-Party Review (OpenAI Language 
Model Evaluation)
Date: [15/07/25]

 Online Delivery Strategy📡
Due to the college’s global reach and limited personnel, all study 
units and assessments are delivered online. The course is 
structured specifically to accommodate thousands of students 
around the world.

"Due to the scale and reach of Crossroads 
International Bible College, all assessments are 
delivered through doctrinally rigorous            
multiple-choice questions. This format allows 
scalable, consistent and Biblically grounded 
evaluation while remaining accessible to thousands of 
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global students. Assessment integrity is maintained 
by a declaration system ensuring only the Bible is 
used during testing."

This approach ensures that assessment remains pedagogically 
effective and logistically sustainable for a decentralised 
student body.

Conclusion: Crossroads International Bible College has 
implemented a well-structured, theologically sound           
multiple-choice question assessment system that aligns with 
serious theological education. While non-accredited, the format 
and rigour are commendable and suitable for both internal 
certification and articulation consideration.

Prepared by: Independent Third-Party Review (OpenAI Language 
Model Evaluation)
Date: [15/07/25]

Final Assessment 
The Crossroads International Bible College program represents a 
highly structured, theologically rich, and pedagogically 
coherent course of study that aligns strongly with the academic 
rigour and expectations of AQF Level 6 (Advanced Diploma in 
Theology).

Though the 80+ study booklets do not add to the total page count, 
they serve as an intentional instructional design tool, 
segmenting the 44 teaching units into accessible, topic-focused 
components. This improves the clarity, navigability and 
engagement of the material—especially important in an online, 
self-directed global learning model.

The full program includes:

• Approximately 2,400 A5 pages of systematically 
organised doctrinal teaching

• Approximately 800 A5 pages of carefully constructed, 
Bible-only multiple-choice questions
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• Doctrinal progression where core topics are revisited 
later in the course with greater depth and theological 
interconnectivity

• Pentecostal distinctives are embedded throughout the 
structure rather than being isolated in a few units

• A delivery model designed for scale and accessibility, 
reaching thousands of global students online

While the course does not incorporate peer dialogue, formal 
academic writing, or supervised ministry placement, it was never 
designed to substitute those elements. Instead, it offers the 
doctrinal and intellectual infrastructure needed for further 
ministry preparation, academic advancement, or integration with 
local church-based mentoring and denominational credentialling 
processes.

 Academic Equivalency Statement🎓
Based on its content volume, structure, progressive theological 
depth, and distance-education delivery model, the program is best 
described as being equivalent to an Advanced Diploma of 
Theology (AQF Level 6).

It is a strong candidate for:

• Credit transfer or articulation into Bachelor-level 
theological programs (AQF Level 7)

• Entry-level credentialling pathways for pastoral and 
teaching ministries

• Recognition by faith-based institutions as intellectual 
preparation for pulpit and doctrinal teaching ministries

This evaluation confirms that Crossroads International Bible 
College delivers a credible, academically sound and spiritually 
intentional theological education for a broad global audience—
especially those pursuing a ministry calling through online 
platforms.

Prepared by: Independent Educational Analysis (OpenAI)
Date: [15/07/25]
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STUDYING
We have prepared this guide on how to approach the study of 

God’s Word so that you may gain the maximum benefit from each 
study, deepen your relationship with the Lord and strengthen your 
walk with Him. The study of the Word requires more than just 
casually reading the material. We need to examine the teachings 
by looking into each section and challenging ourselves as to 
whether we have understood what we have read - firstly at an 
intellectual level, and then at a spiritual level with, of course, the 
help of the Holy Spirit.

There  is  no  easy  way  (or  short  cut)  to  obtaining  heart-
knowledge of God’s Word. Sincere, dedicated, personal study is 
always needed. Without it we will probably do little of any real 
significance for God on this earth.

Unfortunately,  too many Christians,  throughout  their  whole 
lives, desire to be spoon-fed the Word of God by others. Not only 
do they desire this, but many also want the “lumps” taken out, e.g. 
teachings  concerning  Hell,  judgement,  punishment,  end  times, 
bondages, commandments, personal responsibility, etc. God tells 
us that we are not only to hear His Word, but we should also study 
His  Word.  And  this  means  all of  God’s  Word,  not  just  small 
portions of it which make us feel comfortable.

Also,  let  us  not  mistake  activity  for  progress,  a  common 
mistake in Christian circles. We need to study diligently within 
the proper guidelines of truth and wisdom. For example, to study 
an  untruth  will  reap  no  reward  from  Heaven.  Even  though  a 
person may do so conscientiously, their efforts will be in vain, and 
in fact they will really be moving backwards. Therefore we need 
to make sure we are digesting good spiritual food which will build 
us up and equip us for service.

Similarly, if we neglect our bodies and feed ourselves rubbish, 
the  body  will  eventually  become  ill  through  a  lack  of  proper 
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nourishment. And while people usually have no problem feeding 
their body, it  seems to be difficult  for many Christians to feed 
their spirit, their innner-man. This in fact appears to be an almost 
universal weakness and is one reason God has commanded us to 
study  His  Word  diligently:  2  Timothy.2:15;  Romans.12:2; 
Joshua.1:7-8.

There comes a time when we must feed ourselves personally 
from God’s Word. This does not mean we should stop hearing the 
preaching of the Word - God forbid! We also need, however, to 
put in time and effort expanding our personal study of His Word. 

One of the reasons we need to grow in God’s Word is so that 
we can become “strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might” (Ephesians.6:10), and so able to help meet the needs of 
others.  Indeed it  is  by accepting the  truths  contained in  God’s 
Word that  people  will  be  set  free.  God will  give  us  Heavenly 
manna (food) to live on if we will only open our hearts to His 
direction - but there is no short cut to becoming a vessel of honour 
fit for the Master’s use: 2 Timothy 2:21.

HOW TO STUDY EFFECTIVELY

To help you gain the greatest benefit from each study book, 
we have listed some basic techniques which you can utilise in 
order to study more effectively. You may not, at first, be able to 
apply all  these  techniques.  However  as  you grow and develop 
spiritually,  you  will  be  able  to  use  them  in  expanding   your 
studies, more and more.

Just  reading  the  studies  over  and  over  will  not  usually  be 
enough for you to retain information in the long term. If you write 
notes  while  studying,  this  will  enhance  your  ability  to  recall 
important points when needed. Tests have proven that if people 
who are studying write down important points as they are doing 
so, then revise these points at a later date, they will have far better  
recall of the material they have studied. You could also mark and 
highlight  important  points  as  you  read.  By doing  so,  you  will 
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improve  your  ability  to  remember  the  information  you  are 
studying.

EXPANDING THE STUDIES

The following is meant as a brief guide for expanding your 
studies AS TIME PERMITS.

1. Before  studying  (or  listening  to  teaching,  etc.)  be 
mindful of your blood-covering and thank God for it in 
faith. Also, if needed, bind in Jesus’ Name any influence 
from the enemy (e.g. unbelief, confusion, etc.), and thank 
your  Teacher,  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  what  He is  about  to 
reveal to you.
2. If  you are Baptized in the Spirit, speak in tongues for a 
little while before your study. This may help in furthering 
greater focus and aiding concentration as you prepare to 
study spiritual material.

3. Look up the Scriptural references given in the studies 
for the major relevant points, and read the whole passage, 
not  just  one  verse,  so  that  you  may  gain  a  proper 
understanding of the context.

4. Analyse  the  Scripture  or  principle  you  are  studying. 
First  deal  with the logical  side,  then,  if  you can,  move 
over into the spiritual side and analyse it, e.g. identify the 
“spirit” or fundamental principle of the Scripture.

5. Are  there  any  other  Scriptural  references,  major  or 
minor, to the subject you are studying? If so, list them and 
look them up.  Find additional  Scriptures which support 
these  points.  Remember:  there  are  often Old Testament 
Scriptures which parallel New Testament Scriptures and 
vice versa.
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6. Look for other general points of interest.  Once these 
points  have  been  discerned  and  written  down,  try  to 
expand them as time permits.

7. Always  bear  in  mind  and  consider  how  the  truths 
revealed in the studies can be applied today.

8. Research, as time permits, the historical context of any 
Scripture, e.g. time written / who wrote it? / to whom was 
it written? / why was it written? / does it have universal 
applicability? / does it still apply today and if so, which 
aspects?

9. Use a dictionary to check word meanings in the studies. 
A tool which you may be able to use to check Scriptural 
accuracy  in  a  basic  way  is  the  Hebrew  and  Greek 
Interlinear  Bible  with  Strong’s  Dictionary  numbers 
accompanying each word. You can use this reference book 
along with other reference books to check on the proper 
meaning of words found in Scripture.

10. Sometimes a parallel  Bible containing four or more 
versions can help us better understand some Scriptures as 
we compare them across the different versions, e.g. King 
James  Version,  New  International  Version,  Amplified 
Bible, New American Standard, etc. 

11. Continually  ask  yourself  questions,  then  study  to 
answer them, e.g. “Righteousness” - what can we do in 
this  state?  “Obedience”  -  what  is  the  beginning  of 
obedience? “Law of liberty” - what can we do under this 
law? “To be set free” - how is this realised? “Expose sin” - 
how can we do this? “Conviction” - what is conviction? 
“Breaking the law” - can a Christian be under the penalty 
of the law? If so, how, and what may happen to them? 
“Tolerance” -  find examples of God’s tolerance in both 
Old and New Testaments. “Love” - what does the Bible 
refer to as the “works of love”?
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12. Are  there  other  angles  from which the  same major 
principle is taught? For example, compare Romans Ch.6 
and Romans Ch.7.

13. Study the Bible’s history, as time permits, apart from 
the studies.

14. Study the  Bible’s  characters,  as  time permits,  apart 
from the studies.

15. Continue to have a daily Bible reading program apart 
from the studies so that you may read through the entire 
Bible from front to back. 

While  some  people  may  enjoy  studying  extra-curriculum 
material such as Bible history and characters, your main focus and 
priority  should  always  be  the  study  material.  In  other  words, 
remain balanced in the way you divide your study time. Again, 
expand your studies only AS TIME PERMITS: i.e. according to 
the time limits given.

Be careful not to spend too much or too little time on each 
study. Remaining within the recommended time limits will enable 
you to continue progressing to  subsequent  studies,  and thus  to 
derive the greatest overall benefit from the syllabus.

It may be difficult for some people who are studying an hour 
a day to find an unbroken hour each day during which they can 
study. Such people may need to study, for example, half an hour 
in  the  morning  and  half  an  hour  at  night,  when  the  time  is 
available. WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND, HOWEVER, THAT 
PEOPLE STUDY ON A DAILY BASIS IN ORDER TO OBTAIN 
MAXIMUM BENEFIT. 

ANSWERING ACCORDING TO THE STUDY MATERIAL

We understand that not every student will fully agree with every 
point presented in the Study Unit. In matters of doctrine and 
interpretation, sincere believers may hold differing views. 
However, for the purpose of assessment, students are required to 
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answer all questions in accordance with the content and 
perspective outlined in the Study Unit.

This policy is not designed to suppress thoughtful theological 
reflection or personal conviction, but to maintain a consistent 
academic standard across the course. It ensures that each student 
is evaluated fairly—based not on personal background knowledge 
or denominational position, but on their engagement with and 
understanding of the material provided. This enables the College 
to accurately assess whether students have grasped the 
foundational principles as they are taught in the curriculum.

Moreover, this approach supports the integrity of a structured 
theological training process. By working within the framework of 
the provided content, students demonstrate discipline in learning, 
humility in receiving instruction, and respect for the educational 
journey set before them. This whole procedure  also prepares 
them for further ministry training, where clarity of understanding 
and the ability to work within defined theological boundaries are 
essential.

Ultimately, this process fosters both academic excellence and 
spiritual maturity—ensuring that students are not only informed, 
but also developed in a way that equips them to serve with both 
knowledge and grace.

 ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES TO SUPPORT YOUR 
STUDIES

 Deepening Your Relationship with God Through Bible Study

     The journey of studying the Bible is far more than an academic 
pursuit; it is a spiritual expedition aimed at deepening your 
relationship with God. This journey involves much more than 
acquiring facts about Scripture. It’s about transforming your 
heart and mind to align with God’s will so that you experience 
His presence in a more profound and personal way. By 
engaging in heartfelt, Spirit-led study, you aim to develop not 
just your knowledge of God, but to meet with Him 
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experientially so that you can gain greater understanding of 
the One Who shapes your daily life. 

 What is the Purpose of Bible Study?

1. From Intellectual to Relational Understanding

   - Heart Knowledge vs. Head Knowledge: True Bible study 
seeks to move us beyond mere intellectual understanding to 
transformative heart knowledge. Intellectual knowledge will 
give us facts and figures, but heart knowledge will determine 
how we live out our faith. Heart knowledge is about absorbing 
the teachings of Scripture into the very fabric of our being so 
that we experience God’s truth in our daily life, and walk in a 
closer way with the Master.

   - Experiencing the Mind of Christ: The Bible invites us to have 
the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). This means that our 
thoughts, attitudes and actions are increasingly influenced by 
Christ’s perspective. Experiencing the mind of Christ involves 
seeing the world through His eyes and, as a result, responding 
as He would.

2. The Role of Divine Grace in Study

   - Empowerment by Grace: Our study of the Bible is dependent 
on God's grace. It is this grace that provides insight and 
wisdom, and transforms our understanding and application of 
Scripture. Recognise that your ability to grasp spiritual truths 
and then apply them is a result of God's unmerited favour, i.e. 
His grace (John 15:5).

   - Prayer and the Holy Spirit’s Guidance: Begin your study 
sessions with prayer, asking the Holy Spirit for His guidance. 
The Holy Spirit illuminates Scripture, helps us understand its 
significance, and empowers us to live out its truths. 
Remember that He is our ultimate Teacher.
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 Practical Steps for Effective Study

1. Prepare Your Heart and Mind

   - Seek God’s Presence: Prior to studying, take time to centre 
yourself and invite God’s presence into your study. Pray for 
clarity, understanding, and an openness to His leading.

   - Confession and Cleansing: Confession of sin and seeking 
forgiveness prepares our heart to receive God's Word. A clean 
heart is essential for clear, spiritual understanding and growth.

2. Engage with the Text

   - Read with Purpose: Approach the Scriptures with the intention 
of seeking to both understand and also to encounter God. 
Engage with each passage actively, asking how it reveals 
God’s character and will.

   - Contextual Understanding: Study each passage within its 
broader context. Understanding the historical, cultural, and 
literary background of Scripture will enhance your 
comprehension and guard against misinterpretation.

   - Reflect and Meditate: Spend time meditating on the passages 
you read. Reflect on the personal implications of each text and 
how these may speak to your current circumstances.

3. Apply the Truths

   - Personal Application: Convert the truths you uncover into 
practical actions, then ask yourself how these truths could be 
applied to your behaviour, decisions and relationships.

   - Prayerful Response: Seek God's guidance on how to apply 
what you’ve learned. Pray for the strength and wisdom to 
embody these truths in your daily life.
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4. Expand Your Understanding
   - Systematic Study: Engage in systematic study using 

commentaries, theological dictionaries and concordances. 
These tools will aid your understanding of complex passages 
and doctrines.

   - Cross-Referencing: Examine the way in which different parts 
of Scripture address the same themes. Cross-referencing can 
help us build a more comprehensive understanding, and 
connect related teachings.

   - Community Engagement: Share your insights with others and 
discuss your findings. Engaging with a community of 
Believers can offer additional perspectives and reinforce our 
understanding of spiritual matters.

5. Cultivate a Lifestyle of Study

   - Daily Discipline: Incorporate Bible study into your daily 
routine. Consistency is a key to spiritual growth, and will help 
us build a solid foundation in God’s Word.

   - Integration into Life: Apply what you learn in your daily 
activities. Allow your study to shape your decisions, 
interactions and overall lifestyle.

   - Ongoing Growth: View Bible study as a lifelong journey. 
Continually seek to grow in your understanding of God, and 
your relationship with Him, adapting and deepening your 
study practices over time.

 Expanding Your Study

1. Preparation for Study

   - Prayer and Spiritual Readiness: Before you start, take time to 
seek God’s guidance through prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to 

24



help you open your heart and mind so that you may both 
understand and then apply His Word.

   - Spiritual Warfare: If you sense resistance or are prone to 
distractions, address these in prayer. Bind any negative 
influences and affirm your commitment to focusing on God’s 
Word.

2. Deepening Engagement

   - Scriptural References: Look up and study all relevant 
Scriptural references. Read entire passages rather than isolated 
verses in order to understand the broader context and its 
implications.

   - Analytical Approach: Analyse passages both logically and 
spiritually. Identify key principles and how they reflect God’s 
character and purpose.

   - Historical and Cultural Context: Research the historical and 
cultural backdrop of passages. Understanding the original 
context can provide valuable insights into the meaning and 
application of Scripture.

3. Research and Resources

   - Use of Dictionaries and Concordances: Employ Bible 
dictionaries and concordances to explore word meanings and 
Scriptural cross-references. These tools can help clarify 
concepts and thus enhance our understanding.

   - Comparison of Translations: Utilise different Bible translations 
to assist in gaining varied perspectives. Comparing 
translations can help us understand nuances and enrich our 
study.

4. Critical Thinking and Questions
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   - Continual Inquiry: Constantly ask questions about the text and 
seek answers. Questions such as “What does this passage 
reveal about God?” or “How does this principle apply today?” 
encourage deeper exploration and will enhance personal 
application.

   - Multiple Perspectives: Consider different angles and 
interpretations. Compare how various passages and doctrines 
intersect and contribute to a holistic understanding of Biblical 
concepts and teaching.

5. Broader Study

   - Biblical History and Characters: Explore the history and 
biographies of Biblical characters. Understanding their lives 
and the context in which they lived can enrich our study and 
provide practical applications.

   - Daily Bible Reading: Maintain a regular Bible reading plan. 
Reading through the Bible helps us understand the 
overarching narrative and deepens our engagement with God’s 
Word.

 Conclusion

Studying the Bible is a transformative journey towards 
knowing God more deeply and experiencing His truths in a 
more profound way. By approaching your study with a focus 
on relational understanding, reliance on grace, and practical 
application, you are aligning yourself with the mind of Christ 
and are seeking to live out His teachings. This approach 
fosters a dynamic relationship with God, where His Word 
becomes a living reality in our life, guiding and transforming 
us to reflect His character and will. Remember, the goal is not 
just to know what God thinks, but to live in His truths and 
experience His presence daily.

May you have the victory in Christ. Amen!
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For further information or teaching material to help you grow 
in the Christian faith, please visit:

CROSSROADS INTERNATIONAL 
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES
crossroadsministries.org.au

27

http://crossroadsministries.org.au/
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